
The Ohio Health Issues Poll is 
conducted every year to learn 
more about the health opinions, 
behaviors and status of Ohio 
adults. In 2019, OHIP asked Ohio 
adults about routine vaccinations 
for children. 

WHAT OHIP FOUND

8 in 10 say children 
should be vaccinated 
to attend public school 

OHIP asked Ohio adults which 
of the following statements 
was closer to their view about 
childhood vaccines for measles, 
mumps and rubella: 

• “Parents should be able to 
decide not to vaccinate their 
children, even if that may 
create health risks for other 
children and adults.” 

• “Healthy children should be 
required to be vaccinated in 
order to attend public schools 
because of the potential risk 
for others when children are 
not vaccinated.”

About 8 in 10 Ohio adults (82%) 
said that children should be 
required to be vaccinated to 
attend public school. Fewer than 2 
in 10 (16%) felt that parents should 
be able to decide not to vaccinate 

their children. These results are 
similar to the nation. A 2016 study 
by Pew Research Center, the most 
recent data available, found that 
82% of adults nationwide thought 
children should be required to be 
vaccinated. Only 17% said that 
parents should be able to decide 
not to vaccinate their children.1 

Some adults more 
likely to think vaccines 
should not be required

Responses varied by age and 
the presence of children in a 
household. Younger adults ages 
18 to 45 (23%) were more likely 

than those ages 46 and older 
(12%) to say that parents should 
be able to decide not to vaccinate 
their children. Additionally, adults 
living in a household with children 
(23%) were more likely than those 
living in a household with no 
children (12%) to say that vaccines 
should not be required for 
children to attend public schools. 

WHY WE ASK THESE 
QUESTIONS

Childhood vaccinations are a safe 
way to prevent disease and keep 
young children healthy.2 Research 
has shown no known benefits from 

These findings unless otherwise noted are from Interact for Health’s Ohio Health Issues Poll (OHIP) conducted June 19-July 17, 2019, by the Institute for Policy 
Research at the University of Cincinnati. A random sample of 844 adults throughout Ohio was interviewed by telephone. This included 264 landline telephone 
interviews and 580 cell phone interviews. In 95 of 100 cases, statewide estimates will be accurate to ±3.4%. There are other sources of variation inherent in 
public opinion studies, such as non-response, question wording or context effects that can introduce error or bias. For more information about OHIP, please visit 
www.interactforhealth.org/about-ohip. 

Which comes closer to your views about childhood vacines for 
measles, mumps and rubella, even if neither is exactly right?*

Children attending public schools should be required to be vaccinated

82%

82%

Ohio adults

Nation†

Parents should be able to decide not to vaccinate

16%

17%

Ohio adults

Nation

* Percentages do not add to 100 percent because the response “don’t know” is not included.

† National data from Pew Research Center, 2016.

SOURCE: 2019 Ohio Health Issues Poll (released November 2019)

Most Ohio adults think vaccinations 
should be required for schoolchildren
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delaying or skipping vaccinations.3 

Nationally more than 90% of 
children receive recommended 
vaccines, but certain groups 
are less likely to be vaccinated. 
These include children in rural 
or medically underserved areas 
and those who are on Medicaid 
or are uninsured. Additionally, a 

small but growing percentage of 
families choose not to vaccinate 
their children younger than age 2.4 
For information about the current 
CDC recommended immunization 
schedule, please visit https://www.
cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/easy-
to-read/child-easyread.html.

Immunize Ohio is a nonprofit collaborative group of Ohio health 
care professionals with a mission to improve immunization 
coverage in Ohio through education. Immunize Ohio believes 
that providing and promoting vaccine education can protect the 
health of Ohio communities and deter the reappearance of once 
common diseases preventable by vaccine. For more information 
on Immunize Ohio, please visit http://immunizeohio.org/.

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW
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