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Agenda

• Welcome

• About Interact for Health 

• RFP Overview

• Application Process

• Questions



WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
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Our Why

Vision

People in our region are healthy 

and thriving, regardless of who 

they are or where they live.

Mission

To ensure people in our region 

have a just opportunity to live 

their healthiest lives.
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Our Values
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• 20-county region

• 3 states

• 2.4 million people

Who and Where We Focus
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Our Priority Populations
It shouldn’t matter where you live, how much money you make, or 
what your race or ethnicity is – everyone should have the ability 
to shape their communities and access the resources they need 
for good health. Interact for Health focuses on groups that are 
facing the greatest barriers to health and well-being.

Black 
communities

Hispanic 
communities

Children in 
families with 
low incomes

Rural 
communities

LGBTQ+ 
communities
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How We Work

Flexible, catalytic funder

Trusted, non-partisan voice for change

Independent, regional convener

Amplifier of community voice

Go-to resource for data on health and 

health justice
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Eligibility Criteria

• Be a public nonprofit or 
governmental organization

• Provide services in at least 
one county of Interact for 
Health’s 20-county service 
area
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RFP Overview & Goal
$2M

Total Funding

3
Funding Streams

Interact for Health launched a 

Responsive Fund with the goal of 

responding to emergent needs in 

the nonprofit community. We 

recognize that the needs of our 

nonprofit partners are changing, and 

that opportunities to build resilience 

require dedicated funding.



Three Funding Streams

Critical Services

Sustaining Civic Infrastructure

Supports continuity of critical 

community infrastructure and 

services by addressing time-

sensitive operational and 

programmatic needs.

Award Amounts 

$50k, $75k or $100k | Up to $1.5M 

Grantee & non-grantee partners

1

Sustainability Consultations

Capacity Building Support

Up to 30 hours of individualized 

consulting support over 6–8 

months, focused on strengthening 

short- and long-term financial and 

organizational sustainability.

In-Kind Consulting Support

Grantee & non-grantee partners Current grantee partners only

Organizational Resilience

Workforce Well-being

Award Amounts

$5k or $10k | Up to $200K

Dedicated resources to support 

the health and well-being of 

nonprofit staff and leadership. 

2 3



Stream 1: Critical Services
Sustaining Civic Infrastructure

What It Supports

Supports the continuity of critical community infrastructure 

by addressing time-sensitive operational and programmatic 

needs. Proposals for funding should focus on critical gaps or 

unmet needs with deep ties to community relationships.

Example Projects:

• Efforts supporting people maintain access to Medicaid 

amid eligibility and policy changes

• Support for summer youth employment programs facing 

unexpected funding reductions

• Immigrant-serving organizations responding to sharp 

increases in demand for mental health and direct 

services

• Maintaining basic needs and civic infrastructure in our 

region

Selection Criteria

Strategic Alignment
Essential to advancing health justice & youth well-being

Demonstrated Urgency

Clear evidence of time-sensitive need

Operational Readiness

Concrete plan to deploy resources rapidly

Community Trust

Documented track record & deep-rooted relationships

Resource Uniqueness

Gaps not addressable by other funders

Award Amounts 

$50k, $75k or $100k | Up to $1.5M 



What It Supports
Selection Criteria

Clarity of Priorities
Clear and focused priorities that align with the 
scope of the sustainability program 

Barriers to Participation
Honest identification and self-awareness of 
potential barriers and risk to this work

Prior Participation
Priority will be given to those who have not 
participated in this program before

Capacity Building Support

• Scenario planning

• Legal support 

• Sustainability and development planning and 

implementation

• Diversified funding strategies and implementation

• Exploring collaboration, partnerships/alliances, shared 

services, and/or mergers

• Strategic planning and revisions

10 – 15 Spots Available

Stream 2: In-Kind Sustainability 

Consultations

Important Reminders

• Up to 30 hours of individualized support 

• 6 – 8 month program 

• Virtual or in-person participation 

• November 2026 kick-off meeting 

• January 2027 start



What It Supports
Selection Criteria

Prior Funding

Priority will be given to organizations that did not 
receive similar support through 2025 Rapid 

Response Funding

Workforce Well-being

We believe that the people who work at nonprofits are the heart 

of the sector. When they thrive, organizations thrive — and 

communities benefit. 

Award Amounts

$5k or $10k | Up to $200K

Stream 3: Organizational Resilience

Example Activities

• Team retreats and off-site planning sessions

• Mental health support (therapy, counseling, employee assistance programs)

• Wellness stipends for staff

• Collective care practices (peer support groups, restorative practices, mental 

health days)

Current grantee partners ONLY

• Interact for Health grantee partners from 2023 – present 

• Includes all cohorts of Data for Equity
• Received email on June 22 about eligibility



Eligibility & Selection Criteria

Who Can Apply

• Public nonprofit or governmental organization

• Serve at least one county in Interact for 

Health's 20-county service area

• Organizations without tax-exempt status may 

apply through fiscal sponsorship with a 

501(c)(3) sponsor

Grantee Requirement

Awarded grantees complete a short survey at the 

end of their grant period.

How Proposals Are Evaluated

Priority Populations

Organizations serving immigrant and refugee communities 

and other priority populations

Mission Alignment

Working in alignment with advancing health justice and 

youth well-being

Values Alignment

Organizations operating in alignment with Interact for 

Health's values



How to Apply

1

Critical Services

Submit via Interact for Health's online 

grants management system.

Visit interactforhealth.org/open-funding/

If you have received a grant in the past 
two years, your email may already be 

registered.

Questions: 
responsive@interactforhealth.org

2

Sustainability Consultations

Submit via Google Form

Apply here

Open to both grantee and non-grantee 
partners.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org

3

Workforce Well-being

Current grantee partners will be sent a 

link to the application form via email.

Check your inbox for the application 
link

Only current grantee partners are eligible 
for this stream.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org

https://interactforhealth.org/open-funding/
https://interactforhealth.org/open-funding/
https://interactforhealth.org/open-funding/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4gfKyGFTo6fK67GeXPkyfv5nmk8I3a7Rf6JOhngxjAjOMfg/viewform


18HOW TO APPLY
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Open Funding Page Features
RFP Document Example
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Open Funding Page Features
Fillable application, Rubric



How to Apply

1

Critical Services

Submit via Interact for Health's online 

grants management system.

Visit interactforhealth.org/open-funding/

If you have received a grant in the past 
two years, your email may already be 

registered.

Questions:

responsive@interactforhealth.org

2

Sustainability Consultations

Submit via Google Form (link to be 

provided).

Link will be shared upon RFP release

Open to both grantee and non-grantee 
partners.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org

3

Workforce Well-being

Current grantee partners will be sent a 

link to the application form via email.

Check your inbox for the application 
link

Only current grantee partners are eligible 
for this stream.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org



22

Accessing the Grants Portal

Contact Kristine Niergarth with any 
questions about the process at:

kniergarth@interactforhealth.org

www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding  
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Applicant Tutorial

Contact Kristine Niergarth with any 
questions about the process at:

kniergarth@interactforhealth.org

www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding  
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Application Preview: Word/PDF
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Application Preview: Word/PDF 
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Application Preview: In Grants Portal
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Character Limits: Spaces Count!
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Additional Features
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Additional Features



How to Apply

1

Critical Services

Submit via Interact for Health's online 

grants management system.

Visit interactforhealth.org/open-funding/

If you have received a grant in the past 
two years, your email may already be 

registered.

Questions:

responsive@interactforhealth.org

2

Sustainability Consultations

Submit via Google Form (link to be 

provided).

Link will be shared upon RFP release

Open to both grantee and non-grantee 
partners.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org

3

Workforce Well-being

Current grantee partners will be sent a 

link to the application form via email.

Check your inbox for the application 
link

Only current grantee partners are eligible 
for this stream.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org





How to Apply

1

Critical Services

Submit via Interact for Health's online 

grants management system.

Visit interactforhealth.org/open-funding/

If you have received a grant in the past 
two years, your email may already be 

registered.

Questions:

responsive@interactforhealth.org

2

Sustainability Consultations

Submit via Google Form (link to be 

provided).

Link will be shared upon RFP release

Open to both grantee and non-grantee 
partners.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org

3

Workforce Well-being

Current grantee partners will be sent a 

link to the application form via email.

Check your inbox for the application 
link

Only current grantee partners are eligible 
for this stream.

Questions: 

responsive@interactforhealth.org
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Accessibility 

If modifications are needed to make this application 
accessible, please reach out to the RFP’s program 
manager or Kristine Niergarth, Director of Grants 
Management, at kniergarth@interactforhealth.org for 
accessibility accommodations.



Key Dates & Timeline

July 7, 2026

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Application Webinar

Optional Q&A webinar 

to answer questions 

about the RFP and 

application process. Not 

required to apply.

July 31, 2026
5:00 p.m. deadline

Application Deadline

All applications must 

be submitted via the 

appropriate channel by 

5 p.m.

September 2026
Notification month

Award Notifications

All applicants will be 

notified of grant award 

decisions during 

September 2026.

Jan 2027
Consulting start

Consulting Begins

Sustainability 

consultation program 

begins for selected 

organizations.

Cohort Kickoff

Applicants applying 

for Sustainability 

Support should be 

aware of a 

forthcoming 

November date

Nov 2026
Exact date TBA



36QUESTIONS



Ready to Apply?
Here's how to get started:

1 Attend the optional webinar on July 7, 2026 (4–5 p.m.) 

2 Review eligibility requirements and determine which funding stream(s) apply to your organization.

3 Submit your application by July 31, 2026 at 5 p.m. via the appropriate channel for your stream.

Questions? Contact us at responsive@interactforhealth.org

More info at interactforhealth.org/open-funding/
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