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OHIO HEALTH ISSUES POLL

What Ohioans Think About

Issues that Will Decide their Vote for President

Results From The Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati

The 2007 Ohio Health Issues Poll
found that the war in Iraq (32%)
was the most important issue in
Ohioans’ votes for President if
the election were held then. The
second most important issue
overall and the top domestic issue
was healthcare (15%), followed by
the economy (9%) and jobs (8%).
About 18 months later—and
only weeks before the election—
Ohioans have very different
thoughts on what is important
for their vote. According to the
Fall 2008 Ohio Health Issues Poll,
Ohioans’ top issues are:
• the economy (21%)
• jobs/unemployment (13%)
• the war in Iraq (12%)
• energy, gas, and heating (8%)
• healthcare and health
insurance (6%)
Ohioans’s top five differ slightly
from the nation’s top five. The
August 2008 Kaiser Health Tracking
Poll: Election 20081 found that the
most important issues were:
• the economy (41%)
• the war in Iraq (24%)
• energy and gas issues (17%)
• health care and health
insurance (16%)
• personal characteristics of
the candidates (6%), tied

Suppose the 2008 election for President was held today. If the presidential election were held today,
what do you think would be the MOST important issue in deciding your vote for President? (Only the
top five responses from the Ohio Health Issues Poll are shown here.)1

Jobs/unemployment

Data from the Kaiser Health Tracking Poll
can be found at http://www.kff.org/kaiserpolls/
elections2008.cfm
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Now thinking specifically about healthcare, which one of the following health care issues is MOST
important in your vote for President?
Making healthcare and health
insurance more affordable2

63%
52%

Expanding health insurance
coverage for the uninsured

16%
19%

Improving the quality of care
and reducing medical errors
Reducing the total amount the
country spends on healthcare
Reducing spending on
government health programs
like Medicare and Medicaid

9%
10%
5%
6%
3%
7%

Ohio Health Issues Poll
(September 2008)

Kaiser Health Tracking Poll:
Election 2008 (August 2008)

1

The Kaiser Health Tracking Poll allowed respondents to choose more than one issue, while the Ohio Health Issues Poll only
allowed respondents to choose one issue. Therefore, the percentages from the Kaiser Health Tracking Poll do not add to 100%.
2 The Ohio Health Issues Poll had “making healthcare more affordable” and “making health insurance more affordable” as two
separate choices, while the Kaiser Health Tracking Poll: Election 2008 had them as one choice. We combined Ohio responses here
for the sake of comparison to the national data. As separate items, “making healthcare more affordable” was chosen by 37% of
Ohioans, and “making health insurance more affordable” was chosen by 26% of Ohioans.

with terrorism and national
security (6%)2
When looking specifically at
healthcare issues, there were
The Kaiser Health Tracking Poll allowed
respondents to choose more than one issue,
while the Ohio Health Issues Poll only
allowed respondents to choose one issue.
Therefore, the percentages from the Kaiser
Health Tracking Poll do not add to 100%.
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Economy

minor differences between
Ohioans’ and national opinions.
By a wide margin, the most
important healthcare issue in the
vote for President among Ohioans
and people across the country
is making healthcare and health
insurance more affordable.

These findings unless otherwise noted are from The Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati’s Ohio Health Issues Poll, part of the Ohio Poll
conducted September 5–10, 2008, by the Institute for Policy Research at the University of Cincinnati. A random sample of 896 adults from
throughout Ohio was interviewed by telephone. In 95 of 100 cases, statewide estimates will be accurate to ±3.3%. In addition to sampling
error, there are other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, such as non-response, question wording, or context effects that
can introduce error or bias. For more information about the Ohio Health Issues Poll, please visit www.healthfoundation.org/ohip.html.

