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Agenda
• Welcome
• About Interact for Health 
• Rural Changemaker Overview
• Application Process
• Questions
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INTERACT FOR HEALTH

CC
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Our Why
Vision
People in our region are healthy 
and thriving, regardless of who 
they are or where they live.

Mission
To ensure people in our region 
have a just opportunity to live 
their healthiest lives.
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Our Values
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• 20-county region
• 3 states
• 2.4 million people

Who and Where We Focus
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Our Priority Populations
It shouldn’t matter where you live, how much money you make, or 
what your race or ethnicity is – everyone should have the ability to 
shape their communities and access the resources they need for 
good health. Interact for Health focuses on groups that are facing 
the greatest barriers to health and well-being. 

Black 
communities

Hispanic 
communities

Children in 
families with 
low incomes

Rural 
communities

LGBTQ+ 
communities
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How We Work
Flexible, catalytic funder

Trusted, non-partisan voice for change

Independent, regional convener

Amplifier of community voice

Go-to resource for data on health and 
health justice
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Rural Changemaker 2026
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Factors that 
impact health   
and well-being

Vital Conditions vs 
Urgent Services -
The Rippel Foundation
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RFP Goal
To promote health and well-
being in the rural regions in 
Interact for Health’s service area 
by providing funding to address 
grassroots work in Ohio, Indiana, 
and Kentucky related to the vital 
conditions for health and well-
being – the resources we all 
need to thrive, and to promote a 
shared sense of community 
belonging.
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RFP Overview
• Intentionally engage our priority populations
• Grassroots efforts
• Rural communities are the beneficiaries of the outcomes
• Identify at least one of the vital conditions for health that 

the project is addressing
• Plan, develop, implement and/or sustain a solution that 

centers rural communities as the focus, emphasizing 
community voice in shaping the project
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Rural Community Council
• 10 - 15 Member Body

o Live and/or Work in Rural Counties
• Review and Score Rural Changemaker Projects
• Meet Collectively and Discuss

o Rural Community Council Meetings inform next steps 
(i.e. site visits)
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Eligibility Criteria
• Be a public nonprofit or 

governmental organization
• Provide services in at least 

one county of Interact for 
Health’s 20-county service 
area
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Funding Details
• Total amount available: $600,000 ($300,000 per 

cycle)
• Types of Grants: project-based or general operating 

support
• Anticipated amount: $10,000 - $70,000 
• Anticipated length: 12-18 months
• Rolling opportunity, with applications reviewed in 

May and September 2026
• Organizations may only apply once per year
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Grantee Requirements
Depending on the request, awarded grantees may be 
expected to:   
• Participate in grantee meetings to share their work 

and learning with other grantees and Interact for 
Health. 

• Participate in evaluation and learning activities for the 
grant and as part of the overall initiative.  
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Application Details
• Intentional engagement of priority populations (Black, 

Hispanic, LGBTQ+, Children and Families in Poverty)
• Description of Geographic Area
• Vital Conditions and Community Impact
• How are people in the community involved in this?
• What’s going to change?
• How do local people help create the outcome?
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Proposal Selection Criteria
• Have goals for the grant period that are clear, feasible,

and aligned with the goal of the RFP
• Demonstrate that the organization can achieve the 

goals outlined in the proposal with the budget, 
timeline, and staff capacity indicated

• Focus on an issue or challenge identified by the local 
people who live and work as part of their community
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Proposal Selection Criteria
• Serve at least one of Interact for Health’s rural counties
• Authentically engages community members in shaping 

project (community voice)
• Meaningfully engage Interact for Health's priority populations
• Identify at least one of the Vital Conditions for Health the 

project addresses
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Open Funding Page Features
RFP Document 
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Open Funding Page Features
Fillable application, Rubric, Outcomes Template, Eval 101
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Open Funding Page Features
Optional webinar and office hours
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Open Funding Page Features
Optional webinar and office hours



27

Accessing the Grants Portal

Contact Kristine Niergarth with any 
questions about the process at:
kniergarth@interactforhealth.org

www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding  

mailto:kschultz@interactforhealth.org
mailto:kschultz@interactforhealth.org
mailto:kschultz@interactforhealth.org
http://www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding
http://www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding
http://www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding
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Applicant Tutorial

Contact Kristine Niergarth with any 
questions about the process at:
kniergarth@interactforhealth.org

www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding  

mailto:kschultz@interactforhealth.org
mailto:kschultz@interactforhealth.org
mailto:kschultz@interactforhealth.org
http://www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding
http://www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding
http://www.interactforhealth.org/open-funding
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Application Preview: Word/PDF
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Application Preview: Word/PDF 
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Application Preview: In Grants Portal
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Character Limits: Spaces Count!
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Additional Features
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Additional Features
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Accessibility 
If modifications are needed to make this application 
accessible, please reach out to the RFP’s program 
manager or Kristine Niergarth, Director of Grants 
Management, at kniergarth@interactforhealth.org for 
accessibility accommodations.
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Timeline

Round #1 Round# 2

Proposal Deadline April 15th September 8th

Site Visits June 2026 October 2026

Notification of Awards June 2026 November 2026
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Office Hours
Program staff will be available to answer questions 
about the RFP or your proposed project. 

Indiana: Amack’s Well (103 E George St., 
Batesville, IN 47006)

February 26, 1 - 4 p.m.

Ohio: Wholly Beans Coffee (206 Front St., 
New Richmond, OH 45157)

March 12, 1 - 4 p.m.

Kentucky: Opa’s Pizzeria (126 N Main 
St., Williamstown, KY 41097)

March 26, 1 - 4 p.m.

Virtual office hours: April 3, 1- 3 p.m. Please register to receive Zoom information. 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/st3fwyg/lp/003a84f9-83dc-4a96-b6a0-e9990327d642
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www.interactforhealth.org

Caitlin Bentley-Thayer
Sr. Program Mgr. of Rural Community 
Engagement
606-226-0025
cbentley@interactforhealth.org
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