
SMOKING DURING THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The Greater Cincinnati COVID-19 Health Issues Survey was conducted between Oct. 7 and Nov. 17, 2020, to understand adult behaviors, attitudes and opinions related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. A random sample of 879 adults from Greater Cincinnati was interviewed by telephone (329 landline and 520 cell phone interviews), including 
an oversample of African American residents. The potential margin of error for the survey is ±3.3%. The survey is a project of Interact for Health and conducted by the 
Institute for Policy Research at the University of Cincinnati. For more information, please visit www.interactforhealth.org/about-covid-19-survey.

While we do not yet know the extent of the pandemic’s impact on smoking, many ripple effects—such as 
increased stress, job or income loss, social isolation and lack of child care—may have stalled progress to 

reduce smoking in Greater Cincinnati. National tobacco sales increased and call volumes to state quit lines 
decreased in 2020.1,2 The Greater Cincinnati COVID-19 Health Issues Survey asked 

Greater Cincinnati adults how the pandemic has affected their smoking habits.
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* The percentage of adult current smokers in Greater Cincinnati did not change between 2018 (19%) and 2020 (21%).

SOURCES: Greater Cincinnati data from the Community Health Status Survey, Greater Cincinnati Adult  Tobacco Survey and Greater 
Cincinnati COVID-19 Health Issues Survey; national data from the National Health Interview Survey.  National data for 2020 not yet released.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7983313/
https://www.quitculture.com

